
Presbytery in Brief  

January 25, 2020 
 

The sunshine broke through the fog as the Presbytery of Western North Carolina met at First 

Presbyterian Church, Morganton at 9:30 AM on Saturday January 25, 2020 with 172 members present 

(81 Teaching Elders, 57 Ruling Elders, and 34 Educators, member of General Council, Committee on 

Ministry, and visitors). 

 

Lauren Vanacore called the body to order. 

 

The first order of business was to install Dick Larson as moderator and Hal Bennett as vice-moderator, 

which the body affirmed (to Lauren’s great joy).   

 

Our new moderator addressed the body, giving thanks for Lauren’s service and beginning our meeting 

with prayer. It was noted that Cam Murchison is not feeling well. Consequently, Bob Forsythe stood in 

for the Stated Clerk and as parliamentarian. With the retirement of Bobbi White, Billy Robinson stood in 

as acting General Presbyter. 

 

John Hagmann of First Presbyterian Church welcomed the body to First Presbyterian, Morganton. 

Standing committees were appointed by our new moderator.   

 

A quorum was declared. Bob Forsythe moved the docket for the meeting and the consent agenda. Both 

were approved by common consent. The Stated Clerk’s report was given, reminding the body of the 

upcoming Sacred Trust Relational Boundaries Training.   

 

Elizabeth Little, Church Consultant for the Board of Pensions, was invited to address the body with 

updates and information on the work of the Board of Pensions.   

 

The body then turned its attention to the intentional worship of God in a service led by Morganton area 

pastors John Hagmann, Lynn Webber, Janice Krouskop, Marla Patchel, Yvonne Thurmond and elder 

Jackie Scott. Music was gloriously shared by the amazing choir, handbells, violin and brass of First 

Presbyterian, led by Robert Smith. A moment of prayer and remembrance was observed for teaching 

and ruling elders who transitioned from this life to the next this past year.  The service reached its 

climax as we shared together at the table of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

After worship, a speak-out time was observed when we heard from the NC Council of Churches, Marie 

Palacios with our Guatemalan Partnership, and Jane Laping for the Peace and Justice Committee Task 

Force Committee and Earth Care Team.   

 

Lauren Vanacore reported from General Council on Nickel a Meal Grants and the Matthew 25 Initiative. 

Please make yourself aware of this important initiative. 

 

Michael Poulos and Marcia Mount Shoop presented a draft of the “Child and Youth Protection Policy”.  

These policies would pertain to all Presbytery volunteers and staff, church volunteers and paid staff of 

youth events. The document was explained to the body and questions and discussion were entertained.  

The document will be brought back to the floor of Presbytery for a vote in April. 

  

Reports were heard from the Personnel Committee-(approval of  salary packages for Presbytery Staff), 

Nominating Committee, Finance Committee (passing of the Presbytery budget),  Christian Education 

Committee, Youth Committee, Committee on Ministry (welcoming of new ministers, Tommy Brown- 



William Black Lodge, Janice Krouskop- First Presbyterian, Morganton, Beverly Thompson- Honorably 

Retired, George Thompson- Honorably Retired, and Lewis Galloway – Honorably Retired), Committee 

on Preparation for Ministry (Affirmation of candidacy of Caitlin Johnson). 

 

Billy Robinson brought the report of the acting General Presbyter, and the Hunger Committee.  He 

spoke with passion of the great ministry that is happening in our Presbytery.   

 

The Presbytery meeting adjourned for lunch after prayers of intercession were offered at 12:30 PM.  

 

  

 

Resolution of Thanks 

Interim Pastor David Garnett and Elder Tripp Boinest, Clerk of Session, both from Shelby Presbyterian 

Church, offered this resolution of thanks: 

 

We give thanks for retired General Presbyter Bobbi White, whose presence we missed today. Today was 

the first Presbytery meeting in many years without Bobbi. We wish her well in retirement. 

 

We give thanks for Cam Murchison, who has so ably and temporarily stepped in as acting General 

Presbyter since Bobbi’s retirement. We missed him today, too, and wish him a speedy and thorough 

healing. 

 

We give thanks for Billy Robinson, who has so ably and temporarily stepped in for Cam Murchison 

while Cam is laid up. 

 

We give thanks for all those sisters and brothers in Christ who step in for us when, for one reason or 

another, we cannot fulfill our responsibilities. 

 

We give thanks for Lauren Vanacore for her year of service as Presbytery moderator. Thank you, 

Lauren, for both your past service to the church and Presbytery and your continued service. 

 

We give thanks for Dick Larson, who today assumed the position of Presbytery Moderator. You did 

very well on your first day, Dick! Loved your brief summary comments and humor!  Thank you for 

responding to the call. 

 

We give thanks for Hal Bennett, who today assumed the position of Presbytery Vice Moderator. You did 

well today, too, Hal! So good to have you aboard! 

 

We give thanks for the five pastors who transferred their membership to WNC Presbytery: Tommy 

Brown, Janice Krouskop, Beverly and George Thompson, and Lewis Galloway. May your time in our 

Presbytery be full of blessing and a rich time of giving and receiving gifts. 

 

We give thanks for Caitlin Johnson, who moved from Inquirer status to Candidate. Loved your story of 

your divine ten-year detour: from call to seminary to call to motherhood to call back to the church. Life 

is what happens when we’re making other plans! 

 

We give thanks for First Presbyterian Church in Morganton for their willingness to host the Presbytery 

today. Great job! 

 

We give thanks for Patrick Johnson and the General Presbyter Search Committee and for the progress 

that they have made so far. We are so looking forward to meeting the candidate! 



 

We give thanks for worship today and for those who led worship: John Hagmann, Lynn Webber, Janice 

Krouskop, and Robert Smith. We give thanks especially for all those great musicians whose names 

many of us do not know: the violinist, the trumpeter, and the whole handbell choir. The special music 

was a special treat! 

 

We give thanks for the Task Force working hard to develop a policy that will protect our children. God 

bless you for your hard work on that project. 

 

We give thanks for all the good things happening in the Presbytery right now, which were detailed today 

by Billy Robinson. 

 

We give thanks for the Board of Pensions update from Elizabeth Little, who told how the Board is 

providing practical help and support for a whole lot of our people. 

 

We give thanks to Fireside Subs, who provided us with a tasty and filling lunch today. It’s three hours 

later and I’m still full! 

 

We give thanks for all the Presbytery commissioners today who gave up their time and energy to help us 

do the work of the broader church. May the Lord bless your work together today! 

 

We give thanks to almighty God, Jesus our Savior, and the Holy Spirit, who make all things possible in 

this life, including our Presbytery meeting today. 

 


